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President's Post: Spreading Our Roots

“There is something infinitely healing in the repeated refrains of nature-the assurance that

dawn comes after night, and spring after the winter." - Rachel Carson

 

The shift to longer days after the winter solstice brings such a sigh of relief. We

are on the other side, and we can see more daylight coming into spring. We are

scouring our seed catalogs, looking for new plant varieties, planning, perhaps, a

new corner garden to experiment with some native plants or dreaming about

creating a new flower bed. Already the horticulture committee demonstrated how

to create “sow bags” to germinate native seeds, thanks to Deborah Foy’s

excellent instruction. Our committees are organizing and planning too, preparing

us to enter the June flower show. Please take advantage of these workshops so

you can be ready for “Inspiration.”

In case you missed the January meeting, I wanted you to know that the

Executive Committee approved an increase of our hospitality fees to $200. This

$25 increase is driven by several factors, but the most pressing is that we are

now required to cater our coffees, mandated by the Denver Botanic Gardens

Events Manager. By requesting 60 to 70 chairs for our meetings, the

management realized we had jumped from the 49 person self-catering category

to a fully-catered event status. Our budget was running at a $1,000 deficit for

hospitality expenses even before this new development. As a reminder, this fee

covers our coffees, our two lunch meetings, our October open meeting, and our

cocktail social every other year. Because of this change, the board has sent out a

hospitality survey to assess next steps. I hope you participated, so your voice can

be heard. 

The February 11 General Meeting will announce the three Garden Club of America

Founder’s Fund finalists. For our newer members, the GCA Founders Fund is a

highly competitive, collaborative grant between a GCA club and a community

project. All 200 GCA clubs nationwide register their vote to determine the winner

of the $40,000 grant. Take a minute to read about this in the GCA

Winter Bulletin on pages 26-29, click here, or go to the GCA website/Committee

pages/Civic Improvements/Grants. After the February meeting, we will cast our

internal GCD votes by Survey Monkey, for one finalist, to be sent onto to GCA.

I am EXCITED to see what’s to come for this year’s June Flower Show…”

Inspiration.” This event will be sure to entertain, educate and arouse your

collaborative spirit with everyone’s participation!

Here’s to a healthy, creative 2025…

- Amy Mower

Monday, February 3, Botanical Arts Workshop, 10 a.m. - noon, Denver Botanic

Gardens classroom 2.

Monday, February 3, Tour of the Populus Hotel, 3:45-5:45 p.m., 140 14th St,

Denver.

Tuesday, February 4, Presidents Council and Executive team meetings by Zoom,

1 p.m. PC, 2 p.m. Executive.

Thursday, February 6, GCA Photography Conference via Zoom, 9 a.m. - noon.

Tuesday, February 11, February General Meeting, 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.,

Mitchell Hall, Denver Botanic Gardens.

Tuesday, March 4, Presidents Council and Executive team meetings by Zoom, 1

p.m. PC, 2 p.m. Executive.

Monday, March 10, Streptocarpus Leaf Propagation Workshop, Denver Botanic

Gardens classroom 3, 10-11 a.m.

Tuesday, March 11, March General Meeting, 9:30-11:30 a.m., Mitchell Hall,

Denver Botanic Gardens.

February General Meeting

My-Lan Le studies the Avery Peak Twinpod.
Photo courtesy of My-Lan Le

 

The Garden Club of America's mission includes civic grants and scholarship

grants. Our February program includes a history of the GCA Founders Fund, a

presentation of the three GCA finalists' proposals and a presentation by a GCA

Scholarship recipient, My-Lan Le, a University of Colorado/Denver student on

her research on the Avery Peak Twinpod.

 
Tuesday, February 11

Denver Botanic Gardens, Mitchell Hall

*9:30 - 10 a.m., social with coffee and nibbles

*10 -10:45 a.m., program 

*10:45-11:15 a.m., business meeting 

 

Field Trip to the National Laboratory for Genetic
Resources

On November 14, 2024, Garden Club of Denver visited (again!) the National
Laboratory for Genetic Resources Preservation on the campus of Colorado State
University. We learned so many interesting facts…

Read more...

 

GCD Flower Show – Time To Get Inspired

Calling one and all to participate in the Garden Club of Denver June Flower
Show, “Inspiration.” The schedule is purposely designed to encourage
collaboration between club members so grab a…

Read more...

 

Propagating Native Seeds With Sow Bags

On a bright cold snowy day in January, 18 club members, all of them jonesing
to get their hands in dirt, met in a classroom at Denver Botanic Gardens to…

Read more...

 

 Santa Fe Garden Tour Trip

Join the Broadmoor Garden Club and Garden Club of Denver for a memorable
trip to Santa Fe, New Mexico, July 20-23! Highlights include: Behind the Adobe
Walls: Tour stunning gardens…

Read more...

 

GCD Heralds the Holidays by Decorating the
Romantic Garden

In early December, after an unexpected weather delay, Garden Club members
gathered to “deck the pots” in the Romantic Gardens at the Botanic Gardens.
Decorating the Romantic Garden is a…

Read more...

 

GCD Community Outreach Needs You

All those interested in GCD’s community outreach initiatives, please join the
committee by informing Kathleen Thomas at kathleenthomasco@gmail.com. In
the coming months, we will assess our two-year commitment to the…

Read more...

 

Amaryllis Bulbs Need Time to Bloom

For all the GCD members who have lost hope in their Amaryllis bulb blooming,
here are two of my bulbs of the same variety planted at the same time. The…

Read more...

 

Floral Design Trends: The Rise of Statement
Installations

Floral design for events has always been an integral part of creating atmosphere
and elevating celebrations. Recently, the trend has evolved from traditional
centerpieces and bouquets to dramatic installations that…

Read more...

 

Garden Club of America Virtual Conferences are
Open to All

2025 Photography Conference February 6, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. (MST) This
conference is for everyone. If you are a nature lover, a fine art aficionado, a
photography judge, or…

Read more...

 

Membership Call to Action

Are you planning to propose a new member in 2025? The deadline for proposals

is fast approaching! A completed proposal, which includes the proposal form,

letter from the sponsor and two seconding letters, should be submitted to both

Janet (jandbmanning@comcast.net) and Marianne (mariannesulser@me.com)

no later than March 1. Detailed information about the proposal process plus a

link to the proposal form can be found on the GCD website. Click here. 

If you have any questions, please contact Janet or Marianne.

GCD Annual Contributions List

The Garden Club of Denver makes annual contributions to like-minded

organizations that protect and provide education on Colorado natural resources.

This list was created by our membership, but every year we are happy to

consider other worthy organizations.

Below is the list (click on the link) that we will approve (at the February

meeting) for next year’s 2025 distribution and inclusion in our budget. Please let

me know if there are any new organizations we should consider. This list is the

same as I will be distributing this March and was voted on last February. The

only difference is that we only voted to contribute $100 to a Denver Botanic

Garden membership this March, and I was informed that a membership to the

Gardens for a non profit is actually $325, so I will need the approval of the

membership (at February meeting) to make that change for this year’s

distribution.

-Sally O

2026 Memberships & Contributions

 

Click on the link below to view a collage of holiday outdoor pots from GCD

members.

Photo Journal Pots '24
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Mission: Founded on a mutual love for gardening and the natural beauty of
Colorado, the Garden Club of Denver seeks knowledge and expertise in

horticulture, conservation, floral design and photography, and shares these
ideas and skills with its members and the community.

                                          Vision: Dig In Together!

GCD Board and Committees 2024-2026

 

Executive Committee 

President: Amy Mower

Vice President: Amy Slothower & Liz Walker

Corresponding Secretary: Becky Schaub

Recording Secretary: Suzanne MacKenzie

Treasurer: Sally Obregon

Director: Cindy Scott

 

President’s Council

Conservation and NAL: Lynn Dolven & Paula Stuart

Membership: Janet Manning & Marianne Sulser

Floral Design: Nina Sink

Horticulture: Mary Fowler & Caroline Rassenfoss

Photography: Liza Grant & Barbara MacFarlane

Community Outreach: Kathleen Thomas

 

Other GCD Committees

Amaryllis Bulb Sale: Margaret Brown & Kay Malo

Colorado on the Road: Lisa Duke

Directory (Roster): Lise Woodard

eNews: Alice Hughes & Sarah Alijani
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Flower Show: Ann Ellis & Missy Eliot

Garden History & Design: Amy Dadmun

GCA Awards and Founders Fund: Mary Schaefer & Monty Kugeler

GCA Bulletin & Communications: Deborah Foy 

History and Bylaws: Sheilagh Hudon, Janet Manning & Lindsay Dodge

Hospitality: Bar Chadwick

Judging: Missy Eliot 

Nominating: Cindy Scott 

Programs: Lisa Gould & Suellen White 

Scholarships: Priscilla Longfield

Visiting Gardens: Debra Patrician

Website: Meg Nichols 

 

Denver Botanic Gardens Committees

DBG Cutting Garden: Nancy Schotters & Margaret Tezak

DBG Fete Liaisons: Cora Wheeler, Elizabeth Weigand, Nan Procknow & Mary
Schaefer

DBG Flower Arranging: Debbie Davis, Kate Taucher & Tracy Zarlengo

DBG Holiday Decor: Bonnie Grenney & Margaret Tezak 
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