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President's Post: Spreading Our Roots

“When you can do work that's tied to a mission, and people support one another

in the process, it doesn't get any better than that."

-Brian Vogt

As you are all aware, Brian Vogt passed away this past week. Our long history

with DBG was embraced by Brian’s relationship with our members.  He was a true

friend to the Garden Club of Denver, the Garden Club of America and to the City

of Denver. He revolutionized the Denver Botanic Gardens with his leadership and

vision by creating “a garden for all people” by providing a safe, serene haven.

Brian’s optimism and humility was contagious, elevating all who worked with him

to do their very best. Brian will always be a part of our club, and he will be sorely

missed. I hope in the coming days, we can lend a hand to the Gardens in any

way we can.

We are happy to report that we have secured a new date for the GCA Flower
Show of June 1-4, 2026 Mitchell Hall at DBG.
The GCA Founders Fund digital poll resulted in a tie between the Forsyth
Shade Garden and the Virginia War Memorial. Upon voting again at the March
meeting, where Forsyth Shade Garden was declared the winner. Our GCD vote
was sent to GCA.
April/May are busy months, so refer to the website calendar to keep abreast of
all the fantastic educational field trips and workshops that are planned.
With May just around the corner look for Lainie’s Cutting Garden and Flower
Arranging sign-ups. What fantastic participation we had last summer, so let’s do
it again!
GCD Earth Day Activity is at the Butterfly Pavilion, Thursday, April 24. If you
can’t attend, let’s all find a way to reciprocate in some small way to honor
Mother Earth!
Many divisions for the June Flower Show “Inspiration” are full, but there is still
room in Horticulture and Photography. You have time to enter, which makes the
annual meeting that much more fun when you participate.
The June/July Newsletter comes out June 2, so stay tuned for important dates
with the May issue of Root Exchange.
The GCD Spring Fling Party date has changed to May 14, at  Mary Schaefer’s
House, 170 N. High Street at 6 p.m. Bring your spouse or partner if you so
choose.
The April 8 General Meeting program has changed. Dave Showalter will share
his inspiring photos from his book,The Living River:The Promise of the Mighty
Colorado. Bring your own beverage. The May 13 general meeting will be
catered.

Thank you everyone for your warmth, inspiration, and dedication during these

winter months. Springtime brings much excitement and activity, and I look

forward to seeing you all for lots of different occasions!

I hope we can perpetuate Brian’s legacy by sowing “a garden for all” within our

club and our community.

Happy Spring,

- Amy Mower

Tuesday, April 1, Presidents Council and Executive team meetings in person at

DBG Waring House library, 1 p.m. PC, 2 p.m. Executive.

Tuesday, April 8, April General Meeting, 9:30 a.m. - noon, Mitchell Hall, Denver

Botanic Gardens.

Friday, April 11, City Park Greenhouse native plants tour, 10 a.m., 2500 E 23rd

Ave., Denver.

Tuesday, April 15, Deconstructed Beauty Photography Workshop, 10 a.m. - 2

p.m., Denver Botanic Gardens, Waring House Library.

Thursday, April 17, Spring Bulb Arrangement workshop, 9:30 - 11:15

a.m., Pavilion at The Village Club.

Friday, April 18, GCD Flower Market; tulip stem pickup, 1 - 3 p.m., 576 Circle

Drive.

Thursday, April 24, Earth Day Project, Butterfly Pavillion, 9 - 11 a.m.

Wednesday, April 30, bouquets for Craig Hospital, 9:30-11:30 a.m., Craig

Hospital, 3425 S Clarkson St.

Tuesday, May 6, Presidents Council and Executive team meetings via Zoom, 1

p.m. PC, 2 p.m. Executive.

Tuesday, May 13, May general meeting, 9:30 a.m. - noon, Mitchell Hall, Denver

Botanic Gardens.

Wednesday, May 14, GCD Spring Fling Party, 6 p.m., 170 High Street.

Thursday, May 22, CCC Spring Planting, 8:30 - 11:30 a.m., 1410 Grant Street.

April General Meeting

 

In April our speaker is Dave Showalter, a conservation photographer and author.

Dave’s latest book The Living River, The Promise of the Mighty Colorado is

beautiful and profoundly moving. Any book that begins with Rosanne Cash's A

River Runs Through Me, is going to be wonderful. Dave will lead us through his

journey with the Colorado River, with photographs taken throughout the

Colorado watershed. The photographs are a reminder of what is at stake and

why we work so hard to protect the environment and save what we have around

us. While photography is his expertise, his storytelling comes a close

second. Living River deals with the all the issues of state water allocations,

shrinking water supplies, conservation, and long-term resilience.

 
Tuesday, April 8

Denver Botanic Gardens, Mitchell Hall

*9:30 - 10 a.m., social

*10 -10:45 a.m., program 

*10:45-11:15 a.m., business meeting 

 

Tour of the First Carbon Positive Hotel in the
US

On February 3, 2025, the GCD conservation committee hosted a tour
and happy hour at the new Populus Hotel near Civic Center Park, on
what was the original site of…

Read more...

 

Leaf Propagation Workshop – Putting Down
New Roots

Courtney, with the help of Lise, introduced a group of twenty
members to the simple joys of leaf propagation on March 10 at
Denver Botanic Gardens. First, she showed us…

Read more...

 

DBG Cutting Garden Welcomes New Curator

Lainie’s Cutting Garden has a new curator, Alyssa Scott, who will be
working with us this summer.  Alyssa grew up in Virginia and came to
Colorado to pursue a professional…

Read more...

 

Special GCD Project To Celebrate Earth Day

Garden Club of Denver members will gather on Thursday, April 24,
from 9-11 a.m. to care for pollinator habitat gardens at Butterfly
Pavilion (or possibly at one of their satellite…

Read more...

 

Sign Up Now for Spring Photo Workshop

Spring photo workshop: Deconstructed Beauty A recent article in
Gardens Illustrated included the attached photo of sweet pea
blossoms taken apart then arranged artfully. Looks like fun! What:
Bring flowers…

Read more...

 

Outreach Volunteers Needed for CCC Planting
Day

Join in on May 22 at Civic Center Park to assist the Civic Center
Conservancy. The Garden Club of Denver’s dedicated volunteer day is
during CCC planting week on May…

Read more...

 

Spring Bulb Arrangement Workshop

Sign up now for the Spring Bulb Arrangement workshop sponsored by
the GCD Floral Design Committee. Taught by Cora W. and Erin H., you
will create a growing centerpiece that…

Read more...

 

GCD March Meeting Recap

In March, the garden club enjoyed a wonderful presentation by Marj
Leggitt, a local botanist/artist/illustrator. Not only was Marj an
engaging speaker, we had the opportunity to hear about her…

Read more...

 

Tap Into GCA’s Library

The GCD Conservation Committee recommends the book Wild by
Design by Laura J. Martin. You can find more information on the link
for the GCA Library. Below is an excerpt…

Read more...

 

In Memoriam

On the first day of spring this year, we lost a valued member of Garden Club of

Denver, Tinka Kurtz. Tinka became a GCD member in 1963, serving as

president from 1986-1988. She was the GCA Vice-Chair for Conservation and

chaired the National GCA Conservation event in 1998. Tinka was a mentor to

many at the garden club, always taking things in stride and always with a bit of

wit. According to Hope Connors, "She was a lady who held the world in the palm

of her hand>" We will have a tribute for Tinka at the May Meeting, and her

“Irish wake” is scheduled for Saturday, May 22, 4:30 p.m. at her house. All are

invited.

Nancy Downing was president from 1990-1992. She was thoughtful and

efficient. She was on the Historian committee who got the Western History

Archives in the Denver Public Library to take our glass plate images and

minutes. Nancy was awarded The Walker Tears Award as well as the Ada

Welborn and Mary Kountze awards. I remember her amazing miniature

arrangements in tiny coffee cups that won prizes in our flower shows. She had

the nicest, most gentle way of making each person feel valued. Her spirit

resonates. -Remarks by Rhonnda Grant

Gina Westergaard was a member of GCD for 35 years. She loved working in

her garden when she lived in Littleton and in Maine way before she moved into

a high rise apartment. In earlier times she gave tours at the Botanic Gardens,

especially in the Conservatory. She also helped at the DBG Plant Sale when it

first began. She was an excellent bridge player and an avid reader. Gina showed

incredible strength and bounced back from many hardships with grace and a

ready smile.  She was a close friend and I miss her. - Remarks by Rhonnda

Grant

GCD Flower Show Horticulture Class II: Abuzz and
Atwitter - A Pollinator Container

 

We still need two more entries in this class.

After discussions about what constitutes a native versus a non-native, which still

performs well in our high plains desert climate (more like Plant Select varieties),

please note that in order to broaden the plant selections available to class

participants, the class description should read “Must have no fewer than three

species of plants (but may have any quantity of these species) known to attract

pollinators (birds and insects) native to our area and/or listed on the Plant

Select website directory."

Please note on your entry cards which pollinator plants are native and which are

Plant Select.

Stunning Arrangement

In the March meeting, we were wowed by the gorgeous arrangement provided

by Martha V. We all begged her to share the "recipe" which she graciously

provided.

2 pink green antique Hydrangea 

12 Trachilium 

12 Mandarin Expression Roses 

15 yellow/orange bicolor tulips 

12 black pussy willow stems 

15 pussy willow stems 

3 flowering Magnolia  

curly willow in the vase

 

Send Us Your Photos

Garden Club of America's The Real Dirt magazine wants to publish club member

photos—on the cover and in the pages— and we heartily welcome submissions

from novices and seasoned pros. Send your garden-related shots, in any and all

seasons, to TRD@gcamerica.org. 

Go ahead, jump in!

GardenClubofDonner
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Garden Club of
Denver

Garden Club of
America

Denver Botanic
Gardens

Mission: Founded on a mutual love for gardening and the natural beauty of
Colorado, the Garden Club of Denver seeks knowledge and expertise in

horticulture, conservation, floral design and photography, and shares these
ideas and skills with its members and the community.

                                          Vision: Dig In Together!

GCD Board and Committees 2024-2026

 

Executive Committee 

President: Amy Mower

Vice President: Amy Slothower & Liz Walker

Corresponding Secretary: Becky Schaub

Recording Secretary: Suzanne MacKenzie

Treasurer: Sally Obregon

Director: Cindy Scott

 

President’s Council

Conservation and NAL: Lynn Dolven & Paula Stuart

Membership: Janet Manning & Marianne Sulser

Floral Design: Nina Sink

Horticulture: Mary Fowler & Caroline Rassenfoss

Photography: Liza Grant & Barbara MacFarlane

Community Outreach: Kathleen Thomas

 

Other GCD Committees

Amaryllis Bulb Sale: Margaret Brown & Kay Malo

Colorado on the Road: Lisa Duke

Directory (Roster): Lise Woodard

eNews: Alice Hughes & Sarah Alijani

Flower Show: Ann Ellis & Missy Eliot

Garden History & Design: Amy Dadmun

GCA Awards and Founders Fund: Mary Schaefer & Monty Kugeler

GCA Bulletin & Communications: Deborah Foy 

History and Bylaws: Sheilagh Hudon, Janet Manning & Lindsay Dodge

Hospitality: Bar Chadwick

Judging: Missy Eliot 

Nominating: Cindy Scott 

Programs: Lisa Gould & Suellen White 

Scholarships: Priscilla Longfield

Visiting Gardens: Debra Patrician

Website: Meg Nichols 

 

Denver Botanic Gardens Committees

DBG Cutting Garden: Nancy Schotters & Margaret Tezak

DBG Fete Liaisons: Cora Wheeler, Elizabeth Weigand, Nan Procknow & Mary
Schaefer

DBG Flower Arranging: Debbie Davis, Kate Taucher & Tracy Zarlengo

DBG Holiday Decor: Bonnie Grenney & Margaret Tezak 
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